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CHARLIE AND LOA
"BUT | PROM SE NOT TO | TCH!
I NT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY

CHARLIE and LOLA lie on the floor playing a Space Fam |y
Hudson board gane.

CHARLI E
| have this little sister Lola. She
is small. ..

She noves her piece three spaces.

LOLA
Yi ppee!

She hops up and does a little dance.

CHARLI E
...And very funny. Good nove, Lol a.

LOLA

(posh)
Thank you, Charlie.

CHARLI E
At the nonent, we're playing a gane
of Space Fam |y Hudson.

Lol a pl ops back down.

LOLA
Your npve, Charlie.

Charlie scratches his chin then spins the spinner.
CHARLI E
Five spaces. One, two, three... Al
ri ght--space biscuits! Yes!
He scratches his arm

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Go ahead, Lol a.

He reaches behind to scratch his back.

LOLA
Al right, Charlie.

Charlie shifts to scratch his stomach. Lola spins the
spi nner, but she's nore interested in Charlie.



LOLA ( CONT' D)
Charlie?

CHARLI E
(through scratches)
Yes, Lol a?

She peers at him

LOLA
Wiy are you so acting so...scratchy
t oday?
He stops.
CHARLI E

Ch, um sorry.
Lola slowy turns to | ook at the spinner.

LOLA
Eight! One, two...

Charlie grimaces, then starts scratching even nore vigorously.

LOLA ( CONT' D)
... Three, four, five...

She sits up.
LOLA (CONT' D
Charlie, | have noticed sonething
slightly peculiar.

He stops again.

CHARLI E
What's that?
LOLA
It appears, Charlie, that you are
all itchyish,
He sits up.
CHARLI E
I know, Lola. |It's kind of strange,

but |'ve been scratching all norning
and it just won't stop.

He scratches his leg. Lola hops up.



LOLA

You know, | am quite good at
detectiving. My | have a | ook at
you?

CHARLI E
It's just an itch, Lola.

LOLA
But there m ght be clues! OCh, please,

pl ease?
Charlie rolls his eyes slightly and stands.

CHARLI E
Al right.

He hol ds out his hand, which Lol a exam nes carefully.

LOLA
Hmm  And your foot, please.

Charlie lifts a leg and Lola peers at his foot. Charlie
scratches his stonmach and tries to bal ance.

LOLA (CONT' D)
Hmm  And your stonach

CHARLI E
My stomach?

LOLA
Yes, of course.

CHARLI E
Al right.

He |ifts his shirt. H's stomach is covered in little red
dots. Lol a SCREANMS.

LOLA
AAAAAAUGH  Charlie! Your stomach
is all polka-dotty!

CHARLI E
It's what?

He | ooks.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Aaaaugh! \What's that?

LOLA
I don't know



Charlie is obviously distraught, but wants to maintain his

cool. Lola clinbs on the couch to get away.
CHARLI E
It's probably nothing. I'Ill just,

uh, go ask Mum

LOLA
Yes, yes! Go, Charlie, go!

Pr et endi ng nonchal ance but still nervously holding his shirt
up, he wal ks off.

INT. LI'VING ROOM - LATER

Charlie wal ks back into the living room glum and sporting a
few spots on his face. Lola waits on the couch, no |onger
curl ed up.

LOLA
What is it, Charlie? WIIl you be
pol ka-dotty forever?

CHARLI E
No. She said it's chicken pox, and
it wll only last for another week
or so.

Lol a wi nkl es her brow.

LOLA
Chi cken what ?

CHARLI E
Chi cken pox, Lola. <<A-CHOO >> It's
very contagi ous, SO you nust stay
away. Mim s ringing the doctor now.

Lol a t hi nks.
LOLA
But we don't know any chi ckens. How
did you get chicken spots, Charlie?
She tries to imagi ne a way:
EXT. SIDEWALK - DAY

Charlie wal ks down the sidewalk smling. A CHICKEN in a
trench coat and fedora stands in his path.

CHARLI E
Huh?



The chi cken reaches deep in its pocket and hands Charlie a
pile of red spots.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Oh, thank you

Charlie lifts his shirt and sticks the spots to his stomach
The chicken tips its hat.

CHARLIE (V.Q) (CONT' D)
No, not chicken spots, Lola. Chicken
poX.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY

CHARLI E
And chi cken pox doesn't cone from
chi ckens.

LOLA
Oh.

CHARLI E

It's a disease that you can get that
covers your body in red spots and
itches you all over. <<A-CHOO >>
And makes you feel rather unwell.

Lol a gasps.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Mum says | mustn't scratch, because
that will only make it itch worse.
And | have to go to bed.

LOLA
In the mddle of the afternoon?

Charlie unconsciously scratches his neck.

CHARLI E
Yes, and nost inportant of all, you
have to stay out of the bedroom So
Mum says to bring sone of your things
out here.

LOLA
No itching, Charlie!

He noti ces.

CHARLI E
Ch, sorry.

They wal k of f.



INT. LI'VING ROOM - LATER

Lola sits alone amdst a pile of toys. She's playing with
her giraffe figurine but finds it dull.

LOLA
Hnm

She rummages around her toys.

LOLA ( CONT' D)
Not that one. No. Not that either.
<<S| G>

She sl unps down on the pile of toys, uncovering her doctor's
kit.

LOLA (CONT' D)
Ah- hal

I NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Charlie, in his pyjams and absolutely covered in spots,
sits up in bed reading a book and | ooking rather m serable.
He starts to scratch his shoul der then catches hinself and
conti nues readi ng.

Lol a bursts through the door in her doctor's uniform

LOLA
Have no fear, sick person, I amhere
to save you.

Charlie groans.

CHARLI E
Qooh, Lola! You're not supposed to
cone in here!

LOLA
I amnot Lola, sick person. | am
Doctor Lola. And | ama chicken
spot expert.

She whi ps out a magnifying gl ass and approaches Charlie's
bed. She stares at his spotted armthrough the gl ass.

LOLA (CONT' D
Very peculiar. Just as | thought.
Does this one itch a little bit?

She reaches out and scratches a spot on Charlie's arm



CHARLI E
Gaaaugh! Lola! That's sore! And
Mum says you're not allowed to be in
here when | have the chicken pox--
you mght catch it. |It's contagi ous!

She's slightly crestfallen.

LOLA
Sorry, Charlie.

CHARLI E
Go, go!

She turns and | eaves.
I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

SOREN LORENSEN waits patiently on the couch. Lola drags her
doctor stuff in and dunps it on the pile.

SOREN LORENSEN
H , Lol a.

She just sighs and sits next to him

LOLA
<<Si gh. >>

SOREN LORENSEN
What's wwong with Charlie?

LOLA
Oh, he has the chicken spl ox

SOREN LORENSEN
Wel | that sounds fun. |[|'ve al ways
want ed a chi cken

LOLA
Unfortunately there are no chickens
i nvol ved in chicken spl ox.

Soren Lorensen i s di sappoi nt ed.

SOREN LORENSEN
.

LOLA
Even worse, Mum says | cannot go
near Charlie so | cannot play with
hi m



SOREN LORENSEN
Oh.  But you can still play with
hi m

LOLA
| can?

SOREN LORENSEN
Oh yes. You can still play with
sonmeone W t hout actually going near
that person at all.

LOLA
How can | do that?

SOREN LORENSEN
Well, you could play Tel ephone, for
i nstance. Tel ephone is a far-away
game, but it's still very nice.

LOLA
Yes, yes. And we haven't played
Tel ephone i n ages!

She junps up and starts searching through the pile.

LOLA ( CONT' D)
Here it is!

Triunphant, she holds aloft two cans connected by a | ong,
sonmewhat tangled string.

LOLA (CONT' D
Thank youl!

She zips off to find Charlie.

SOREN LORENSEN
Uh, Lol al

No answer.

SOREN LORENSEN ( CONT' D)
Hnm

He hops down and starts to play with the giraffe figurine.
I NT. HALLWAY - DAY

Lola sits on the floor, chattering away into a can held to
her nouth. The string snakes its way under the bedroom door.



LOLA
And then Lotta said that we really
mustn't touch it because we coul d
never be sure if it was a nornma
rock or an outer space rock which
woul d turn us into outer space nen
so we left it alone. But just around
t he bend was another rock that | ooked
rather the sanme! So we | ooked at
that rock quite a while and deci ded
if space nen... Are you listening,
Charlie?

I NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Charlie lays in bed, half asleep, with the other can held
l[inply by his ear. He slowy noves it toward his nouth.

CHARLI E
Yes, I'mlistening.

H s head flops back as he falls asleep.

I NT. HALLWAY - DAY

LOLA
...S0 we decided that if it wasn't
fromouter space it really nust be
fromunder the sea, so we ran hone
and rang up a nermaid to ask her if
she was m ssing-- Ch, Charlie! You
really nmust talk to ny mermaid friend!
Mermai ds are quite clever at tal king
on the tel ephone. Hold on.

She junps up and bursts through the door.
| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Lol a runs past a sleeping Charlie and starts runmmagi ng under
her bed. She huns and tosses out toys haphazardly.

LOLA

(singing)
Hrmm hnmm hnrmm mm mm mm MIVM

A soft toy hits Charlie in the head. He sits halfway up
and bl i nks.

Lola junps to her feet, triunphant, nmermaid doll in hand.

LOLA ( CONT' D)
Here she is! Hold on, Charlie, we'll
just ring you--



CHARLI E
Lol al Wsat are you doing in here?
Do you want to get the chicken pox

t 0o0?

LOLA
Ch, | won't get the chicken spox,
because I will be very careful around

chi ckens. That's easy-peazy.
Exasperated, Charlie sits up

CHARLI E

No, Lola. Chicken pox are contagi ous.

That neans you can catch them from
me!

She puts down her doll. She's desperate.
LOLA
But | promse not toitch. It's
boring 'round the flat w thout you.
Pl ease?

Charlie is thinking and cal ns down his tone.

CHARLI E
Lol a, do you know what 'contagi ous
nmeans?
She | owers her head.
LOLA

Un not exactly.

CHARLI E
' Cont agi ous' neans a di sease that
one person gets from anot her person
wi t hout even neaning to.

EXT. PARK - DAY
A G RL wal ks al ong the grass bouncing a ball.

CHARLIE (V.0QO)
A person can be sick and not even
know it yet, and the gerns that are
i nside themcan junp off onto soneone
el se and nmake them sick too.

The girl's ball bounces over next to a little BOY.

10.

He picks

up and returns the ball, and a little germjunps fromher to
him As the girl turns to go she gets covered in red spots.



11.

CHARLIE (V.Q) (CONT' D)
Then that person can take the gerns
and give themto soneone el se.

The little boy wal ks past Sl ZZLES and MARV, who has a
football, and the germjunps onto Marv. The little boy is
covered in red spots as he wal ks of f.

CHARLIE (V.Q.) (CONT' D)
And then they can give it to soneone
el se, and then they give it to soneone
el se, and on and on and on.

Marv finds Charlie and gives himthe football. Marv waves
goodbye and heads off with Sizzles, getting covered with
spots as he goes.

Charlie kicks the ball around a bit before getting covered
in spots hinself. He |ooks at the canera in shock.

I NT. BEDROOM - DAY

CHARLI E
That's what 'contagi ous' neans, Lol a.

Lol a feigns great confidence.
LOLA
Oh, yes, Charlie, THAT kind of
cont agi ous.

Charlie isn't sure she understands.

CHARLI E
Wel |l do you know what that neans
ri ght now?

LOLA

Yes, of course. Say there was a
chi cken who happened to have the
chi cken spl ot s.

A CHI CKEN appears above her head; rainbow col ored spots pop
out all over it.

LOLA ( CONT' D)
And her friends cane to her house
for a tea party.

A PIG a CON and a MERMAI D each appear



12.
I NT. CH CKEN S HOUSE - DAY

They sit around a table daintily munching on biscuits. The
spots junp off of the chicken, bounce across the table, and
stick onto each of the guests.

LOLA (V. Q)
Each one of them would get the chicken
splots too. And then if they net
soneone el se. ..

EXT. MOON - DAY

In the evening sky, the cow sits atop the noon, kicking its
feet. A flying saucer flies down and an ALIEN pokes his
head out to say hello.

ALl EN
<<ALI EN SOUNDS>>

LOLA (V. Q)
... Then they would get the chicken
spl ots al so.

Several spots junp off of the cow and onto the alien, who is
di smayed.

SPOTS
VWheel

The alien ducks back inside the ship and zips into space.
The cow waves goodbye.

EXT. OUTER SPACE - DAY

The spaceship, covered in spots, flies through space, |eaving
a spray of spots behind it.

EXT. VWHOLE UNI VERSE - DAY

The universe | ooks |like a pinball machine, with the spaceship
bounci ng around off of the various stars and planets. Wth
each contact the spots spread until each planet is covered.

LOLA (V. Q)
And then that person would give it
to soneone else, and they'd give to
soneone el se. And soneone el se, and
soneone el se, and soneone el se..

EXT. SOLAR SYSTEM - DAY

The planets hang mserably in their orbits. The sun flips
open to reveal Lola's face. Her voice echoes.



LOLA (V. Q)
...Until the whole universe is covered
i n chicken spl ots!
Saturn SNEEZES, rattling its rings.
| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Charlie is not incredibly inpressed.

CHARLI E
More or |ess, Lola, and now you' ve
been in here so long you'll probably

catch it too.

Lola is grinning fromthe cl everness of her explanation,
the truth gradually dawns on her.

LOLA
Oh.
(beat)
AAAUCH

She dashes out the door. Charlie sm|les.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY

13.

but

Lola is curled up in the corner, glancing around nervously.

Soren Lorensen, still holding the giraffe, anbles up.
SOREN LORENSEN
H, Lol a.
LOLA
AAAUCH

She curls up tighter. Soren Lorensen sits down next to her.

SOREN LORENSEN
What cha doi ng?

LOLA
I"mhiding fromthe chicken spox

SOREN LORENSEN
.

He t hi nks about this.

SOREN LORENSEN ( CONT' D)
Why ?

Lola slowy pulls her head out to peer at him



14.

LOLA
Because they are constagi sh, and I
do NOT want to be covered in little
col oured spl ots.

SOREN LORENSEN
.

Soren Lorensen scratches his arm

SOREN LORENSEN ( CONT' D)
But it's not all bad to have the
chi cken pox, is it?

Lola sits up--this is absurd.

LOLA
O course it's bad! You get al
pol ka-dotty and itchy all over!
(timdly)
And | don't like to itch

Soren Lorensen scratches his | eg.

SOREN LORENSEN
Yes, but you do get to sit around in
your pyjamas all day, don't you?

LOLA
Well, vyes.

SOREN LORENSEN
And your Mum nmakes you chi cken soup
and ni ce warm bat hs, doesn't she?

He scratches his shoulder. Lola unconsciously scratches her
| eg.

LOLA
| suppose so.

SOREN LORENSEN
And your friends draw you get-well
cards and tell you what's happened
in school while you're gone, don't
t hey?

Lol a scratches her back.

LOLA
Yes.

Soren Lorensen scratches his | eg vigorously.



15.

SOREN LORENSEN
And you'd get to play with Charli e,
woul dn' t you?
Lola's eyes light up. She stops scratching.

LOLA
Yes! | can't possibly catch the
chi cken splox if | already have them

She gets up and runs back to the bedroom

LOLA (O S.) (CONT' D)
Charliel! Oh, Charliel

Soren Lorensen snmiles, then notices his stomach is itching.
| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Lola, with a few spots on her face, bursts into the bedroom
Charlie sits up in bed.

LOLA
Charlie! Onh, Charlie, I'mglad you're
her e.

She puffs up her chest to nake an inportant announcenent.

LOLA ( CONT' D)
| have decided to catch the chicken
pl ox as well.

Charlie smles.
CHARLI E
It | ooks |Iike you already have, Lol a.
See?

He holds up a mirror fromhis nightstand. Lola |ooks at
hersel f cl osely.

POV- - There are several spots on her face.

LOLA
Ch, hurray! I'mall spotty! Charlie!

She throws her arnms around her brother.
| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
Charlie and Lola lie on the floor, playing Space Fam |y

Hudson. They are in their pyjamas and are both covered in
spot s.



16.

CHARLI E
You do know having the chicken pox
isn't entirely easy, right, Lola?

Spi nning the spinner, Lola is paying nmuch nore attention to
t he gane.

LOLA
Yes, Charlie, | know. Four! One,
two, three..
CHARLI E
And we can't stay this way forever
In a week or two we'll be better.
Lol a | ooks up.
LOLA
Oh, yes, Charlie, but I have created
a pl an.
CHARLI E
What' s that?
Lol a sits up.
LOLA

When we're better fromthe chicken
splots, then | wll go catch the
SHEEP spl ox, then the DUCK spl ots,
and then |"'mquite keen to have the
ELEPHANT shpot s.

A pol ka-dotted el ephant wal ks into the room and TRUMPETS.

Soan LOLA ( CONT' D)
ee :

Charlie sm|es.

CHARLI E
Ch, Lol a.

RIS QUT. CREDI TS.
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